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rivers, trails, and conservation assistance program

AUSTIN WATER QUALITY
PROTECTION LANDS

Project Goal Utility Department is challenging a group of citizen

stakeholders to create a plan in which the recreation
To develop a strategic public access plan for  and educational access is implemented and main-
tracts of rural and suburban land owned by the  tgined by citizen organizations obtaining funding

City of Austin for protection of its drinking  and providing volunteers to support their desires
water. To adopt and implement the highest USES.

priority proposals. Increased access to these
properties will provide the public with low- Stakeholders Tour the Slaughter
impact recreational opportunities as well as Creek Unit

educate citizens about the need to protect
groundwater recharge lands.

Background

In a precedent-setting eection in 1998, citi-
zens of the City of Austin authorized $65 mil-
lion in bond funding to acquire 15,000 acres
of fee-owned lands and conservation ease-
ments to protect groundwater recharge and
contributing zones, primarily south and west
of the city. These aquifer recharge areas sup-
ply the Edward Aquifer and constitute the
source of water for Barton Springs, a popular
spring-fed swimming pool that Austinites
treasure.

slated for development, so the City often paid

development prices for the properties. To pro- The City of Austin’s Utility Department has asked
vide citizens with a greater return on ther in- the NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assis-
vestment, the city-owned water and waster  tance Program (RTCA) to support its public input
water utility is exploring ways to allow public  gakenolder process. RTCA will provide consulta-
access to the fee-owned lands for recreation  tion on public input meetings and processes and
and education, provided such activities a®  pep form a broad-based stakeholder committee.
compatible with management of the lands for  RTCA will also have a role in providing technical
their primary water protection purpose. Be-  asqistance to the committee's assessment of the

cause the water quality protection lands are  compatibility of various recreation activities with
owned by the Utility Department and not the sensitive resources.

Parks Department, the Utility has little or no

funding for public access management. The _
continued




AUSTIN WATER QUALITY
PROTECTION LANDS

After the public access plan is adopted by the
City’s dected officials, RTCA will continue
in an implementation role by facilitating
teams of citizens in developing implementa-
tion strategies for the agreed upon types of
recreational and environmental education
access. Part of this role will involve assis-
tance in identifying funding and recruiting
and organizing volunteers for trail develop-
ment and impact monitoring.

Project Partners

City of Austin Water & Wastewater
Utility - Owner and manager of the
water quality protection lands.

Land Management Planning Team -
Consultant planning team comprised
of representatives from Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center, the Na-
ture Conservancy of Texas, Creating
Common Ground, Loomis Austin,
American YouthWorks, Natural Re-
source Conservation Service, and
Glenrose Engineering.

Stakeholder Committee - Approxi-
mately 25 citizens representing vari-
Ous recreation, conservation, and
neighborhood.

organizations collaborating on public
access plan.

Project Results to Date

A citizen stakeholder committee has been
established and met 9 times.

Agreement by stakeholders and planning
team to a process to develop a public ac-
cess plan.

Contacts

William Conrad

Liz DeMotte

Water & Wastewater Utility
City of Austin

625 E. 10" St., Ste. 300
Austin, TX 78701

Ph: 512-322-2974

Steve Windhager

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
4801 La Crosse Ave.

Austin, TX 78739-1702

Ph: 512-292-4200, ext. 122

Ted Siff

Creating Common Ground
1809 Palma Plaza

Austin, TX 78703-3932
Ph: 512-477-6816

Kathryn Nichols
National Park Service
2.308 Goldsmith Hall
Austin, TX 78712-1160
Ph: 512-232-2591

Limestone-Bottomed Creeks
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2968 Rodeo Park Drive, West
PO, Box 728
Santa Fe. MM 87501-0728

L

WWW.NCIc. Nps. govirica
Ph: 805-988-8090
Fx: 505-988-8007




